Welcome, everyone, to the 11th annual Women’s Justice Awards.
My name is Amy Burdge, and I’m the associate publisher of Missouri Lawyers Media. It is wonderful to see so many familiar faces. Some of you I know personally: you’re my colleagues and my friends. Others of you I’ve just met for the first time, but during the past 2 months I’ve had the pleasure of working with you to prepare for this evening. I’m honored to be keeping company with each of you.

Tonight we are here to celebrate the always great – and often humble – women who shape our legal and judicial landscape and ultimately make our communities strong. 
On February 16, I called to congratulate each honoree on her selection. Their reactions when they heard the news ranged from glee to disbelief. It was Judge Whittington who told me flat-out there must be some mistake … that I’d called the wrong person.
Rest assured, every honoree this evening is meant to be here. The Women’s Justice Awards committee hand selected each woman for the strength, wisdom and selflessness she shares so openly every day.

Events like this are not possible without sponsors. We at Missouri Lawyers Media thank The Bar Plan, Injury Case Funding, Greensfelder Hemker & Gale, Paule Camazine & Blumenthal, The Simon Group, and Stinson Morrison Hecker. We appreciate your support of the Women’s Justice Awards.

Now, please welcome Richard Gard, Publisher and President of Missouri Lawyers Media. 
